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Orchestral movie scores 
unlock our imaginations, 
sweep us into the story and 
connect us with the on-screen 
heroes and villains. They place 
these characters and stories 
permanently in our memories, 
recalled with just a few notes 
of a cherished theme. None 
have mastered this art form 
(and no-one writes for the 
horn!) like John Williams.

As a horn player there’s 
nothing more exhilarating 
(and difficult!) than Williams’s 
music – I love every dot. In 
fact, my first orchestral 
experience was hearing the 
QSO perform the Star Wars 
theme at City Hall in late 
1970’s – I was hooked from the 
very first downbeat. Suddenly, 
that weird bit of tubing I was 
lugging around made sense – 
it carried the hero’s theme, it 
heralded the cavalry, it even 
caused people to swoon!

Thank you for joining us 
today – I hope you enjoy the 
beautiful themes as much as 
we enjoy bringing them to life 
for you.

Ian O’Brien 
Principal French Horn

PROGRAM 

Nicholas Buc               Conductor 
Glenn Christensen      Violin 
Queensland Symphony Orchestra

IN THIS CONCERT

Concert Hall, QPAC 
Friday 27 February 2026 7.30pm 
Saturday 28 February 2026 7.30pm 

THE MUSIC OF JOHN WILLIAMSWELCOME

Doors open at 7pm 
This concert will end at approx. 9.40pm

IMPORTANT INFORMATION
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CONCERT HALL, QPAC

FRI 23 OCT 7.30PM . SAT 24 OCT 1.30PM & 7.30PM

CONCERT SPECIALS

All by John Williams:
Main Title from Star Wars   
Out to Sea and The Shark Cage Fugue from Jaws                              
Excerpts from Close Encounters of the Third Kind                                
Theme from Angela’s Ashes
Theme from Raiders of the Lost Ark
Theme from E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial
INTERVAL
Olympic Fanfare and Theme
Theme from Jurassic Park
Theme from Schindler’s List
Theme from Superman
Hedwig’s Flight and Harry’s Wondrous World from  
   Harry Potter and the Philosopher’s Stone
Excerpts from Star Wars

20’ 

This concert will be recorded by ABC Classic for 
broadcast at 12pm on 21 March 2026.



PERCUSSION

VIOLIN 2 CELLO

VIOLA

DOUBLE BASS
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CLARINET
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CELESTE

PIANO

HARP

VIOLIN 1

TODAY’S ORCHESTRA LAYOUT

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY

WHO’S ON STAGE

Scan the QR code for 
the list of musicians 
playing in tonight’s 
concert.

Queensland Symphony Orchestra provides 
a spoken Acknowledgement of Country at 
the beginning of each concert to encourage 
awareness and to demonstrate our respect 
for First Nations cultures and traditions, 
as well as signalling our commitment to 
a more inclusive and equitable society. 
We acknowledge the traditional owners 
and custodians of Meanjin where we work, 
rehearse and perform: the Turrbal and 

Yuggera peoples, whose deep connection 
to this land reminds us to always protect 
and care for it.

Queensland Symphony Orchestra 
acknowledges the traditional custodians 
of Australia. We acknowledge the cultural 
diversity of Elders, both past and present, 
and the significant contributions that 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples 
make to Queensland and Australia.
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Devlopment Ask AdA Gift for 
Queensland’s Future

Every note played by Queensland Symphony Orchestra has the potential to change 
a life. Have you considered being part of this change with a gift to QSO in your 

Will?

Bequests are a deeply meaningful way to help ensure music thrives for  
generations to come. If you are considering leaving a gift to QSO in your Will, we 
encourage you to please contact the Development office on (07) 3833 5027 or  
development@qso.com.au. A confidential discussion will ensure we understand 

your wishes and acknowledge you appropriately, such as inclusion in our  
QSO Legacy Circle. 

Please visit qso.com.au/support-us/gifts-in-will for more information.



John Williams: arguably the most iconic 
composer of the film world. It’s difficult to 
imagine the looming menace of a shark, 
the glow of a lightsaber, or the snaking 
journey of the Hogwarts Express without 
one of his melodies immediately springing 
to mind.

It’s not just the film world that Williams 
(born 1932) presides over, although he 
is the most Academy Award-nominated 
living person today. He’s soundtracked 
real-life as much as the silver screen, 
from the Los Angeles Olympics in 1984, to 
the centennial celebrations of the Statue 
of Liberty in 1986, and President Barack 
Obama’s inauguration in 2009. He’s 
enjoyed a prolific career as a conductor 
too, most notably as Conductor Laureate 
of the Boston Pops Orchestra.

But it’s true that cinema is where Williams 
makes magic. In a career spanning seven 
decades, Williams has scored over a 
hundred films – how did he become the 
beating heart of the film composition 
world?

Williams’ career began in the US Air Force, 
where he arranged music and conducted 
military bands. His film composition 
career began somewhat humbly: during 
his service, he wrote his first score for You 
Are Welcome, a promotional film created 
for the Province of Newfoundland and 
Labrador Tourist Information Office. After 
retiring from service, he began his studies 
as a pianist at the Juilliard School, but 
quickly gravitated away from the demands 
of a career as a concert pianist. After 
relocating to Los Angeles, Williams began 
working as an orchestrator in Hollywood, 
under some of the then-giants of the 
industry, including Bernard Hermann and 
Alfred Newman.
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LISTENING GUIDE 
In the 60s, Williams began to transition 
away from orchestration towards 
predominantly composing original scores. 
He was nominated for his first Academy 
Award for Valley of the Dolls (1967), 
and soon caught the attention of up-
and-coming director, Steven Spielberg. 
Like many film composers, Williams is 
part of a renowned composer-director 
pairing – where there is Spielberg, there is 
almost inevitably Williams. The duo’s first 
collaboration, The Sugarland Express (1974), 
would be the first of 29 films together, 
across five decades.

The pair’s success relies on their faith in 
each other’s artistry. When Williams shared 
his concept for Jaws (1975) Spielberg 
was initially taken aback. He was struck 
by how basic Williams’ proposal was: 
two notes, played back and forth with 
increasing intensity. Little did he know 
it would become the best-known film 
theme of all time. As Spielberg would come 
to acknowledge, simplicity, after all, is 
sometimes best.

Simplicity takes many forms – few would 
argue that Williams’ score for Star Wars 
(1977) fits the bill, with its big, brass-laden 
sounds, shimmering strings, and agile 
woodwind. However, it was a notable 
change from other big sci-fi scores of the 
time: Kubrick’s 2001: A Space Odyssey 
(1968) had opted for a score compiled from 
orchestral classics, such as Strauss and 
Tchaikovsky. Other films, such as Planet of 
the Apes (1968), scored by Jerry Goldsmith, 
often gravitated towards ‘futuristic’ sounds 
– atonality, unusual percussion, brass 
instruments used without mouthpieces and 
clarinets played with the tap of fingernails. 
Sci-fi was not a particularly lucrative genre 
when George Lucas was busy pitching it 
to studios, but after reading the script, 
Williams jumped at the opportunity to 
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score it: “I thought the film would give me 
the opportunity to write an old-fashioned 
swashbuckling symphonic score, so that’s 
what I did.” – the rest is history. Williams 
would end up having something of a knack 
for space-themed evocations, although 
pleasing directors wasn’t always easy – 
Williams wrote over 300 versions of the 
main motif of Close Encounters of the 
Third Kind (1977) before Spielberg was 
content with the five-note pattern that 
forms the signature theme. The roles were 
reversed for E.T. The Extra-Terrestrial (1982), 
when Spielberg was so enamoured with 
Williams’ music for the ‘final chase’ that he 
constructed the film’s sequence to fit.

While Williams is renowned for his 
blockbuster grandeur, his scores have their 
intimate and emotional moments too. 
These include depictions of woeful Irish 
poverty in Angela’s Ashes (1999) and the 
harrowing Schindler’s List (1993). Despite 

a history of collaborations with Spielberg, 
Williams did not take his appointment to 
Schindler’s List lightly, and told the director: 
“Steven, for this film, you need a better 
composer than I am.” Spielberg’s reply? 
“You’re right, John. But they’re all dead.”

In 2022, Williams announced his retirement 
from film composing – works for the concert 
hall have always been his preference, and 
he was now into his 90s. After completing 
the score for Indiana Jones and the Dial 
of Destiny (2023), Williams reversed his 
decision, declaring he had “10 more years 
to go. I’ll stick around for a while!” In 2026, 
this iconic composer has his 94th birthday, 
and proposes at least one more score: for 
Spielberg, naturally. Behind Williams is 
a legacy that is ingrained not just in the 
realm of cinema, but pop culture eternal.

© Paige Gullifer 2026
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ARTIST BIOGRAPHIES

Nicolas Buc
Conductor
Nicholas Buc is an award-winning 
composer, conductor and arranger with 
over 20 years experience in the music 
industry. He has composed music for film, 
television and the concert hall, with some 
of his work being screened at festivals and 
theatres around Australia, Asia and the US. 
As the recipient of the prestigious Brian 
May Scholarship, he completed a Master’s 
degree in Scoring for Film and Multimedia 
at New York University, receiving the Elmer 
Bernstein Award for Film Scoring. 

He recently completed work on the new 
Australian feature film Slant, starring Sigrid 
Thornton and Pia Miranda, which won Best 
Australian Feature at Monster Fest 2022. 
He also scored the Ukrainian documentary 
Slava, which won Best Short Film at Byron 
All Shorts Flickerfest 2023. 

He has worked with Wynton Marsalis and 
the Jazz at Lincoln Center Orchestra, 
Nick Cave and Warren Ellis, Chris Botti, 
Amanda Palmer, Ben Folds and Australian 
pop sensation Tina Arena. He has written 
arrangements for Birds of Tokyo, Missy 
Higgins and Vera Blue as well as working on 
Junior MasterChef, The Voice Australia and 
the 2021 AFL Grand Final.

Nicholas is highly sought after as a 
conductor for live film concerts, having 
conducted the world premieres of Star Wars: 
The Last Jedi, Close Encounters of the Third 
Kind, The Lion King (2019), Beauty and the 
Beast (2017), Shrek 2 and Harry Potter and 
the Deathly Hallows Part 2. 

He is also the only person in the world to 
have conducted all three original Star Wars 
films in concert... in one day!
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QUEENSLAND SYMPHONY ORCHESTRA
As one of the largest performing arts 
companies in Queensland and the state’s 
only professional symphony orchestra, 
Queensland Symphony Orchestra (QSO) is 
renowned for its high quality, breathtaking 
performances of both classical and 
modern compositions that engage 
audiences of diverse musical tastes, 
interests, and ages.

We play a vital role in Queensland’s 
cultural community: educating; mentoring 
aspiring performers; touring regional 
centres; broadcasting; and performing 
with state, national, and international 
ballet and opera companies.

Each year, QSO attracts the world’s best 
conductors and soloists as part of our 
acclaimed concert season, in addition 

to presenting unique blockbuster events. 
QSO is passionate about commissioning 
innovative new programs and Australian 
works and continues to invest in 
collaborations, recordings, and digital 
initiatives.

Powered by music, our passionate and 
talented team works hard on and off the 
stage to bring out the best in people, 
and share in a sense of wonderment and 
excitement that is truly for everyone to 
enjoy. 

At our core, we believe we all have the 
power to enrich lives and this becomes true 
with every uplifting experience we deliver 
for our audiences, partners, and supporters.

qso.com.au

STAY IN TOUCH

WATCH AND LISTEN  
Our performances are regularly recorded for broadcast. Tune in for more great music. 
abc.net.au/classic

ON SPOTIFY
Listen to our concert playlists anywhere, anytime.  
spotify.com

ENEWS  
Sign up for our eNews to receive regular 
concert information and on-sale 
announcements 
qso.com.au/sign-up

FOLLOW QSO 

Facebook Queensland Symphony Orchestra  
YouTube Queensland Symphony Orchestra 
Instagram @qsorchestra 

READ
Visit our website for interesting articles, musical insights, interviews and more.  
qso.com.au/blog
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MUSICIANS OF QSO

Jane Burroughs 
Dr Graham and Kate Row 

Faina Dobrenko
The Curavis Fund

Delia Kinmont  
Dr Colin and Noela Kratzing 

Natalie Low  
Dr Ralph and Susan Cobcroft

Nicholas Penfold  
Dorelle Parry 
Dean Penfold

Helen Travers  
Elinor and Anthony Travers 

Harold Wilson
Dr Michael Daubney 

 
SECTION PRINCIPAL VIOLA 
Imants Larsens  

John and Bonnie Bauld 

ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL VIOLA 
Yoko Okayasu  

Dr Damien Thomson  
  and Dr Glenise Berry 

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL VIOLA 
Julian Duthoit 
    Wain Dennis Family

VIOLA 
Charlotte Burbrook de Vere

In Memory of Doc and  
  Fritzi Hirst from Geof and Lawrie

Nicole Greentree  
Shirley Leuthner 

Bernard Hoey 
Professor Andrew and  
   Jan Cheetham   

Kirsten Hulin-Bobart
    CP Morris 
    Anonymous 
 
Gregory McNamara  
    Peterson Family 
 
Ella Pysden 
   Professor Andrew and 
        Jan Cheetham

Graham Simpson  
Alan Galwey 

 
SECTION PRINCIPAL CELLO 
Hyung Suk Bae   

Janine Walker AM and Sam Walker

ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL 
CELLO  
Isaac Davis 
    Support this Musician 

CELLO 
Kathryn Close   

Dr Graham and Kate Row  

Andre Duthoit  
Dr Margaret Soroka 

Matthew Jones  
John Greenaway 

Matthew Kinmont  
Dr Julie Beeby 
David Miller   

Kaja Skorka 
Will and Lorna Heaslop OAM 
Robin Spencer 
Dr Siok Tan 

Craig Allister Young 
Di Jameson OAM and  
   Frank Mercurio 

SECTION PRINCIPAL  
DOUBLE BASS 
Phoebe Russell  

Dr Philip Aitken and  
   Dr Susan Urquhart 
Alan Symons

ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL 
DOUBLE BASS 
Dušan Walkowicz  

John Story AO and Georgina Story 

DOUBLE BASS 
Anne Buchanan  

In Memory of Doc and Fritzi 
   Hirst from Geof and Lawrie  

Justin Bullock  
 Michael Kenny 

Paul O’Brien  
The Curavis Fund 

CONCERTMASTER 
Natsuko Yoshimoto  

Professor Ian Frazer AC and  
   Caroline Frazer 
Estate of Barbara Jean Hebden 
Dr Cathryn Mittelheuser AM 
John Story AO and Georgina Story

ASSOCIATE CONCERTMASTER 
Glenn Christensen 
    Di Jameson OAM and  
       Frank Mercurio

 
PRINCIPAL FIRST VIOLIN 
Johnny Van Gend 
     In Memory of Dr J F Jones 
 
FIRST VIOLIN 
Lynn Cole 
    Parascos Eagles Family

Ann Holtzapffel  
   John and Julienne McKenna         

Dr Gregory Lee   
Helen Sotiriadis and  
   Lionel Poustie

Eliza Scott  
Megan and Gerald Arends

Rebecca Seymour  
David Miller

Mia Stanton
Dr Colin and Noela Kratzing

Brenda Sullivan
Nick Bricknell 
Hon Leone Glynn and Will Glynn In 
   M emory of WF and ME Glynn 
In Memory of Heidi Rademacher 
  and Hans Rademacher

Sonia Wilson  
    Penny Gordon OAM
        and Dr Susanne Whitehead In
        Memory of Marjorie Gordon
 

SECOND VIOLIN 
Katie Betts  

John Story AO and Georgina Story 

Thank you to our wonderful Music Chair supporters who enable QSO to attract world-class musicians.

If you would like to become a Music Chair Program supporter please contact us:
07 3833 5027  |  development@qso.com.au  |  qso.com.au/support-us
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SECTION PRINCIPAL 
TROMBONE 
Jason Redman  

Frances and Stephen Maitland 
    OAM RFD 

ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL 
TROMBONE 
Ashley Carter  

The K&D/S&R Anketell Foundation 
In Memory of Nigel Johnston 
Peterson Family

PRINCIPAL BASS TROMBONE 
Nicolas Thomson  

Dr Margaret Hammer and 
   Dr Richard Clegg

PRINCIPAL TUBA 
Thomas Allely  

Louise Goodchild and  
   Jennifer Franklin 

 
PRINCIPAL HARP 
Emily Granger 
    Ashby Utting 
     Debra and Juan Rivera 

 
PRINCIPAL TIMPANI 
Tim Corkeron  

Dr Philip Aitken and 
    Dr Susan Urquhart  
Peggy Allen Hayes 

SECTION PRINCIPAL 
PERCUSSION 
David Montgomery  

Dr Graham and Kate Row 

ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL 
PERCUSSION 
Josh DeMarchi  

Dr Graham and Kate Row

Ken Poggioli  
 Anne Shipton  
 
 
SECTION PRINCIPAL FLUTE 
Alison Mitchell   
    Alan Symons 
 
ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL FLUTE 
Hayley Radke   
Lena Tisdall

PRINCIPAL PICCOLO 
Kate Lawson  

Dr James R Conner 

 
SECTION PRINCIPAL OBOE 
Huw Jones  

Anna Palmer 

ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL OBOE 
Sarah Meagher  

Sarah and Mark Combe 

OBOE 
Alexa Murray  

In Memory of Dr Vicki Knopke 
In Memory of Les Masel 

PRINCIPAL COR ANGLAIS 
Vivienne Brooke  

CP Morris

 
SECTION PRINCIPAL 
CLARINET
Irit Silver  

Marion Pender, Ewan and  
   Renee Key 

ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL 
CLARINET 
Brian Catchlove  

 The K&D/S&R Anketell Foundation

CLARINET 
Kate Travers  

Dr Julie Beeby 

PRINCIPAL BASS CLARINET 
Nicholas Harmsen  

John Story AO and Georgina Story

SECTION PRINCIPAL 
BASSOON
Nicole Tait  

In Memory of  
   Margaret Mittelheuser AM 

ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL 
BASSOON 
David Mitchell  

John and Helen Keep 

BASSOON 
Evan Lewis 
     CP Morris 

PRINCIPAL CONTRABASSOON
Claire Ramuscak  

CP Morris 

 
SECTION PRINCIPAL FRENCH 
HORN 
Nicholas Mooney  

Ian Gough AM and Ruth Gough

PRINCIPAL FRENCH HORN 
Ian O’Brien 
   Ruth H-H
 
ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL 
FRENCH HORN 
Timothy Allen-Ankins   
   John Story AO and Georgina Story 
 
FRENCH HORN 
Vivienne Collier-Vickers  

John and Bonnie Bauld 

Lauren Manuel  
Margaret Pelton

 
SECTION PRINCIPAL TRUMPET
Rainer Saville  

Ayn Jay  

ASSOCIATE PRINCIPAL 
TRUMPET
Richard Madden  

Elinor and Anthony Travers

TRUMPET 
Alfred Carslake 
   Will and Lorna Heaslop OAM 
       In Memory of Jean Kratzing 
    

WHO’S ON STAGE

We also thank Dr Geoffrey Hirst AM and Dr Sally Wilde In Memory of Doc and  
Fritzi Hirst, supporters of Section Principal, Violin 2, following the retirement of  

Wayne Brennan.



LIFETIME GIVING
Visionary supporters whose regular, lifetime giving exceeds $10,000. We thank you. 

PLATINUM  
($500,000+)
Dr Philip Bacon AO
Tim Fairfax AC and Gina Fairfax AC
Tim Fairfax Family Foundation
Prof. Ian Frazer AC and Caroline Frazer
In Memory of Harold Mitchell AC
Dr Cathryn Mittelheuser AM
Trevor and Judith St Baker Family Foundation
Arthur Waring

DIAMOND  
($250,000 - $499,999)
The Pidgeon Family
John B Reid AO and Lynn Rainbow-Reid AM 
Dr Peter Sherwood
John Story AO and Georgina Story
Noel and Geraldine Whittaker

PATRON  
($100,000 - $249,999)
Dr Philip Aitken and Dr Susan Urquhart 
William and Erica Batt
Birtles Family Foundation
Estate of Susan Mary Blake
In Memory Dr John H. Casey
Dora English
Malcolm and Andrea Hall-Brown
Peggy Allen Hayes
Estate of Barbara Jean Hebden
GB and MK Ilett
Di Jameson OAM and Frank Mercurio
Jellinbah Group
CP Morris
In Memory of Mr and Mrs J.C. Overell
Marion Pender, Ewan and Renee Key
The Honourable Anthe Philippides
Dr Graham and Kate Row
Beverley June Smith
Greg and Jan Wanchap
Anonymous (3)

MAESTRO  
($50,000 - $99,999)
Associate Professor John Allan and Dr Janet Allan
David and Judith Beal
Dr Julie Beeby
Joseph Butta and In Memory of Veronika Butta
In Memory of Constantine Carides
Dr Ralph and Susan Cobcroft
Eastern Star Foundation
Ian and Cass George
Ian Gough AM and Ruth Gough
In Memory of Heather Grebert

Will Heaslop and Lorna Heaslop OAM
The John Villiers Trust
Mrs Andrea Kriewaldt
Frances and Stephen Maitland OAM RFD
David Miller and Rosslyn Walker
Desmond B Misso Esq.
Morgans Foundation
In Memory of Hans and Heidi Rademacher
Alan Symons and In Memory of Bruce Short, 
    Kevin Woodhouse & Graham Webster
Stack Family Foundation
Dr Damien Thomson and Dr Glenise Berry
Elinor and Anthony Travers
Prof. Hans Westerman and In Memory of 
    Frederika Westerman
R. M. Wylie
Anonymous (2)

SYMPHONY  
($20,000 - $49,999)
The K&D / S&R Anketell Foundation
John and Bonnie Bauld
Kay Bryan
In Memory of Dr Betty Byrne Henderson AM
Elene Carides
Mrs Roslyn Carter
Clem Jones Foundation
Sarah and Mark Combe
Dr James R Conner
Professor Paul and Ann Crook
The Curavis Fund
Hon Martin Daubney AM KC
I. L. Dean
Alan Galwey
Dr Edgar Gold and Dr Judith Gold
Lea and John Greenaway
Dr Pamela Greet and Nicholas Beaton
Leonie Henry
Valmay Hill and Russell Mitchell
Marie Isackson
Tony and Patricia Keane
John and Helen Keep
Michael Kenny
Dr Colin and Noela Kratzing
Shirley Leuthner
Prof. Andrew and Kate Lister
Dr Les and Pam Masel
Page and Marichu Maxson
In Loving Memory of Jolanta Metter
Simon Mills
In Memory of Margaret Mittelheuser AM
B and D Moore
Parascos Eagles Family
Ian Paterson
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Peterson Family
Graeme Rosewarne and Jim O’Neill
Bruce and Sue Shepherd 
The Shepherd Family Foundation
Anne Shipton
Siu Family Fund
Robin Spencer 
Dr Margaret Soroka 
Sidney Irene Thomas (In Memory)
Dr Geoffrey Trim
The Curavis Fund
Margaret and In Memory of Robert Williams
Anonymous (4)

CONCERTO  
($10,000 - $19,999)
Aitken Whyte Lawyers
Julieanne Alroe
Emeritus Professor Cora V. Baldock
Dr Geoffrey Barnes and In Memory of 
   Elizabeth Barnes
Prof. Margaret Barrett
M.J. Bellotti
Trudy Bennett
Dr John and Jan Blackford
Greg and Jacinta Chalmers
Professor Andrew and Jan Cheetham
Robert Cleland
T.C. and M.R. Cooney
Ruth Cox
Dr Peter Hopson and Julie Crozier
Dr Michael Daubney
Tony Denholder and Scott Gibson
Tanya Denning
Roger and Sarah Derrington
Susan Ellis
Mrs Elva Emmerson
Rebekah Ferris and Greg Hall
Chris and Sue Freeman
Sophie Galaise
Emeritus Professors Catherin Bull AM and
   Dennis Gibson AO
Dr Edward C. Gray
Doug Hall Foundation
Gwenda Heginbothom
Frederick Henderson
Dr Geoffrey Hirst AM & Dr Sally Wilde
Dr Alison M Holloway
In Memory of Barbara Crowley
Trevor and Wendy Jackson
The Helene Jones Charity Trust
Ainslie Just
In Memory of Diana C S Khursandi
In Memory of Dr Vicki Knopke
Guy and Kathleen Knopke
M. Lejeune

Lynne and Franciose Lip
Susan Mabin
Greg and Jan Marsh
Nola McCullagh
John and Julienne McKenna
Annalisa and Tony Meikle
Howard and Katherine Munro
Naomi Milgrom Foundation
Rene Nicolaides OAM and the late
   Dr Nicholas Nicolaides AM
Ron and Marise Nilsson
Prof G.R. Nimmo RFD
Andreas Obermair and Monika Janda
Jordan and Pat Pearl
Margaret Pelton
David Chew & Tony Rea
In Memory of Pat Riches
G & B Robins
Neil W Root and Trevor J Rowsell
Judith and Roger Sack
Iain G Saul
Siganto Foundation
Helen Sotiriadis
John and Jenny Stoll
Valerie Tam and Andrew Gray
Dr Siok Tan
Dr Peter Taylor
Lena Tisdall
Tramanco Pty Ltd
Sandie Tuckett
Ashby Utting
Gwen Warhurst
Anonymous (16)

Queensland Symphony 
Orchestra is proud to 

acknowledge the generosity of 
our valued supporters. Please 
scan the QR code to find out 
how you can support QSO.

(Supporter lists as at 31 December 2025)
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QUEENSLAND PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE 
PO Box 3567, South Bank, Queensland 4101 
T: (07) 3840 7444 W: qpac.com.au

CHAIR 
Ian Walker

TRUST MEMBERS 
Leanne Coddington 
Dr Sophie Galaise 
Rod Pilbeam 
Rebecca Pini 
Susan Rix AM 
Patrice Scott 
 
 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
The Queensland Performing Arts Trust is a statutory 
body of the State of Queensland and is partially 
funded by the Queensland Government through Arts 
Queensland.

The Honourable John-Paul Langbroek MP 
Minister for Education and the Arts  
Sharon Schimming 
Director-General, Department of Education

QPAC rests on the lands of the Yuggera and Turrbal 
peoples. We acknowledge the Traditional Custodians of 
this country and recognise their rich cultural heritage 
and enduring connection to the land, waters and skies. 
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples are this 
country’s original storytellers, and it is our privilege to 
continue to share stories and be a place of gathering on 
this land that has been a meeting place for millennia. 

THANK YOU TO OUR DONORS 
QPAC warmly thanks our key donors who help 
us engage broadly across the state and continue 
enriching lives through performing arts. 

Tim Fairfax AC and Gina Fairfax AC, Dr Lee Coaldrake and 
Professor Peter Coaldrake AO, Leigh Tabrett PSM, Susan 
Rix AM, Julian Myers, Dr Sally Pitkin AO, Dare Power, 
Dr Cathryn Mittelheuser AM, Sandi Hoskins, Ningana 
Trust, Leigh Wheeler, Alida Rae Mayze and John Mayze, 
Lance Hockridge and Suzanne Hockridge, Brendon 
Mann and Brendan Smith, Judith Musgrave Family 
Foundation, Queensland Community Foundation, de 
Groots Charitable Fund, Professor Andrew Lister and Ms 
Kate Lister, Greg O’Meara and Wendy O’Meara, Virginia 
Bishop, Joachim Erpf and Paula Erpf, Dr Colin Kratzing 
and Mrs Noela Kratzing, Ian Gough AM and Ruth Gough, 
Barbara Snelling, Frank Alpert and Karen Alpert, Dr Ailbhe 
Cunningham and Dr Frank Cunningham, Ann Sherry AO, 
John White and Judith Hoey, Rodd Chignell and Wendy 
Chignell, Jacqueline Walters, Terri Butler, Jenny Morton, 
Alana Jensen, Klaus Beckmann and several donors who 
wish to remain anonymous.

We give heartfelt thanks to QPAC’s Principal Partners 
Hyundai and MinterEllison.

 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Rod Pilbeam       Chair         
Tanya Denning 
Valmay Hill 
Anna Marsden 
Bernadette Norrie 
 
MANAGEMENT 
Michael Sterzinger       Chief Executive Officer 
Megan Dale                 Executive Assistant to the CEO 
Rodolphe Deus            Chief Financial Officer &  
                                          Deputy CEO     
Phoebe Ko	 Finance Manager 
Mari Clarke                  Acting Finance Manager 
Marie Ma                       Finance Coordinator 
Louise Smith 	 Payroll Officer  
Lisa Meyers/                Director - People and Culture 
Sue Bruce 	   
Madeline Gibbs 	 HR Advisor 
Matthew Wood           Director - Artistic Planning 
Patrick Brearley           Concert Manager  
Elaine Seeto 	 Producer - Artistic Planning 
Jen Pittock                  Coordinator - Artistic Planning 
Tammy Weller                Coordinator - QSO Connect 
Gabrielle Waters	 Director - Operations 
Lauren Manuel            Senior Orchestra Manager 
Zachary Miezio            Deputy Orchestra Manager 
Fiona Butler 	 Orchestra Coordinator 
Anika Vilée 	 Schedule Coordinator 
Jessica Wardrop 	 Senior Production Manager 
Kat Harch                    Production Manager 
Rhiannon Tate	 Production Coordinator 
Nadia Myers 	 Orchestra Library Manager  
Lavinia Hardcastle	 Library Coordinator 
Simon Buchanan        Director - Development 
Wendy Mansell            Senior Manager - Philanthropy 
Stephanie Bau 	 Manager - Philanthropy 
Gemma Turvey            Coordinator - Philanthropy 
Mitchell Brodie	 Manager - Business Development 
AJ Vaschina	 Events Coordinator 
Jacquiline Fraser           Director - Sales & Marketing 
Jess Avery                    Marketing Campaigns Manager 
Phoebe Walsh              Brand and Content Manager 
Geordie McGrath 	 Social Media Specialist 
Paul Sweeney               Inside Salesperson 
Janita Billingham 	 Ticketing Services Manager 
Connor Perkins 	 Ticketing Services Officer 
Swaran Roopra 	 Ticketing Services Officer 
Matilda Monaghan	 Ticketing Services Officer 
Hayden Tyrie               Ticketing Services Officer 

JOINT PATRONS 
Her Excellency the Honourable  
Dr Jeannette Young AC PSM, Governor of Queensland  
and Professor Graeme Nimmo RFD

Dene Olding AM 
Anna Palmer 
Michele Walsh 
Tony Young

CHIEF CONDUCTOR  
Umberto Clerici           
CONDUCTOR LAUREATE 
Johannes Fritzsch        
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Government Partners Principal Partner
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Local Government Partners

Supporting PartnersMajor Partner
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